My pathway to art and to REDLine is quite different from several of my fellow residents. Having an extensive background in education, I finally launched out to follow my commitment for art and the life of an artist. After nearly 15 years, I returned back to Milwaukee hoping to find a method to allow me to continue my artistic maturation. My first account with the organization was as the guest of a mentor.  Instantly I began to imagine what my presence across the line would offer. 
After nearly two years as a Resident Artist I am thankful for the opportunities that I have experienced. First, off REDLine is a definitive place ideal for networking. The occasions to meet and work side-by-side with other artists (from around the world) has yielded increased knowledge of new art practices, improved skill, and professional development. 
With regards to professional development, I am most thankful for the mentorship I have received under Ann Wydeven. Through her tutelage I have learned more about the business of art, as well as art making. I have grown from the challenges she sets before me, as well as the accountability she holds me to. The meeting times we have go beyond looking at art, but transfer into self-retrospection. I consider her more than just a mentor, but also a friend.   
Further, the occasions to showcase my artwork, co-teach classes with mentors and lead collegiate talks/demonstrations at Marquette and University of Wisconsin Milwaukee (UWM) has generated ongoing name recognition. These experiences have yielded multiple invitations to exhibit across the city. Requests for submission for juried installations and displays have also occurred through my hard work and connections with REDLine. In the fall of 2010 I was invited to become a featured artist for the local arts group ABEA-- African-American Artists Beginning to Educate Americans About African-American Art. Recently, I have advised (and continue to do so) a recent graduate of Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design (MIAD), as well as an arts education student at UWM. I am still taken back upon basic introductions when; someone acknowledges my work, simply from the connection with my name.
Finally, the most recent growth both professionally and personally is my role with the Milwaukee Art Museum. Through a connection with REDLine, not only was I informed about a new position in the education department of the Museum, but I was also recommended for the position. Currently, I serve as the Coordinator of School Programs. Responsible for 16 different partnership programs, I have arrived in a position that has married my background in education with my passion and experience in art.
Using an evangelistic approach, I frequently spread the good news of all the activities and functions taking place in this urban art laboratory!  REDLine is truly a catalyst. 

